E, One of the 
he Colled ge, of Edinburgh 
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tho alas, few « duely lay it to heart, That we are fal- 
: len i into rhels 02 ot Which it is. foretold, that 15 


mam 
morality, 115 of this 


ration is Weed ligious height ; and it is Nie Tis 


_ 


as much, as ever it was, in a place 

We ſee, and this we talk of, and derne Lament 

N very rare, and but tainr among us) dut 1— are 
all the ahominati ions that are done 


. 


the Land, 2s. "hey Ease 4. There hath been 15 — 
and talk among us (after tlie ba: Hp ſucceſsfu 15 empts of 
ſome of our | Neighbours) and ſome commenda le By frings 
Zeal, and ſome: honeſt Reſolutions toward —_ 3 of 
current of Wickedneſs that carryeth all 22 it: 
ous that Way are but an TAG and in 
orming; And chend it may be of uſe (if we o 
it) toſpeak ſomewhat for encourageing, and letting fore wa 
ſocommendable a Deſign, and ſtrengthening che bandsofal 
Who are Tad RG Sete 1 in nn: Rang * 2 8 
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rz the common bi vation, of all l hinking Perſons, | 
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ive, Directive, 
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'..  By-ends, Selfiſhneſs, or Oſtentation will marr ſuch Work as 
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ploy theGodly, 


and ãs ſuch Men, otherwile qualified Tor their Employment, 
euan be had. The Werd chat we Read b, ſerveme, 5.6; ſigni 
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1. The Men he would ſet bünelf againſt, 7 1: l., 
them who appeared to be ſuch, by Whoredoms,” Druntenmſs, 
Swearing, Athei#ical- Printiples, Oppreſſion,' Falſehood, &c. 2. 
The univerſality of them he ſoaimed at, al of them in the Land: 
3. His Reſolution about them, he Would deftroy 'them..  Molle- = 
tus obſerveth that the word here uſed ſignifyeth 0 ſhut ' ap, 


is, to cut off the Wicked, from a capacity to do Miſchief, ei- 


Diligence he reſolved on in executing this his purpoſe ; he 
would do it early: Heb. in the Mornings : He lookt on this as a 

Mork of great Moment and neceſſity; and therefore would 

ſet about it with all Application. II. His Deſgn: that God 
might have a Clean and Holy Houſe; and ſo might delight 


Auguſtine writeth 22 Books on the Church under that Title- 


Chriſtian Nation; rhe. Holineſs and Purity of which, we "I 
\ ſhould endeavour. It is tobe obſer ved, that tho? David, be- 
ing a King, his example reacheth firſt to Magiſtrates, yet it 


are here called to mind this Work, and to follow ſo good an 
pture, alſe well as by Precepts: And we may rationally think 


chat as David was for bearing down Sin, ſo he was for counte- 
nanceing and promoting Godlineſs, as conſidering that the one 
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one Note from it, which is, Al that love God ought, in the 
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He would ſpare none, for Freindſhip, Intereſt, or Greatneſs. 
Straiten, or Confine one to a ſtrait place: So that the Reſolution ' Ii 


ther by Death, or Impriſonment, or Banifhment, or Fineinſ, 
or Leſſening their power, as their Crimes deſerve. 4. The _ 


to dwell among his People: the City of God is his Church, 
Jeruſalem and Judea then were the Church; now it is everx 


extendeth to all, according to their ation, and Capacities al! 


Example; for the Lord teachieth us by Examples in the Scri- Wl 


without the other (tho? it be good in it ſelf) yet it doeth but 


Dock. Having thus opened the Text, I ſhall draw but 
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Let us here conſider 1 What Sins we are thus to Op. 
poſe. 2 Wbo are under this Obligation. 3 What muſt 


we do toward this end. 4. Why muſt we endeavour this? 


Four the 1. It is ſurely our duty to Oppoſe our felves to 
A4 Sin: If we could root it out of the World, it were our 
Duty: But ſeeing that is not to be hoped; We ſhould ſet our 


edneſs, that is among us. Such as Atheiſm or Denying 


; ing of God, and all the Principles that tend toward it; Bla/phe- 


y againſt the Name of God, or any of His Glorious Attri- 
butes; denize bis Providencein the Affairs of the World: All 
_ denying che True Religion, and owning a Falſe Scheme or 


Syſteme of Religion, as Heatheniſm, Deiſm, Quakeriſm, Tur- 
_ | rors againſt the Fundation, or any of the 
grear Truths of our Religion: As Socinianiſm, Arminiani/m, 
Antinomianiſm, and all the wild fancies of Euthuſſaſts, ſuch 


%. 


pf cim, Popery Ce. all 


as Bourig nion, and others. Alſo Groſs: Iumoraliries, in pra- 
ctice: Such as, Murther, Adultery, Furnication and all ſorts 
of Uncleanneſs: Swearing, Curſing, and Drunkenneſs, Mock- 


Ain of Religion, Lying, Falſchood, and Oppreſſion, when they 
can be detected: And, in a word, whatever is an open breach 


2. All Sins of Omiſton, when they are open, and become 
28 candal: As living without all Viſible Exerciſe of Religion; 


which is the way of not a few; who live like Heathens, or 


f , rather like Brutes; ſome ſeldom or never hear the Word; nor 


care to ſpend the Sabbath aright:. The Name of God is not 


heard in their Families, except, in their Oarhs, and Curſed 


5 


-  Imprecations: - Some will not ſubject themſelves to the Ordi- 


- +. Nnancesofthe Goſpel; particularly, to the Diſcipline that Chri/# 
| |  hachappointed in 
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His Houſe: like Children of Ballal, they 
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3 440. | 
eee yook, The Law nal Gans 


ſuch, as well as the Church ſhould throw them out on 
Communion, as Rebells againſt Chriſt. 
3. Undarifulneſs to — the Rebellion and Diſobe-.. - 
dience of Children to Parents: And Parents oppreſſing or Ml q 
 wronging their Children: The Undutifulneſs of Husbands 30 j- 
and Wiyes, of Mafters and Servants, when it breaketh our 
ren ee == 
ton, but puni yt and Cen- 
anon, Dent. 21. 18. 7 _—_ 
i. Sins of the Rich, and Great, ain Potent, e 1 
e ee To puniſh the Inferior ſort, and neglect the 
Graſs Rncrroigics of atika, is to/nip off ſome imal twigs and I 
do let the root of bitternels fix it ſelf, and gather ſtrength. It 
is that ſort of Men that Debaucheth the Nation, and wherein. JM 
the ſtrength of Satans Kingdom lieth: Their Sins are Inſſuen·( ñ,ł 
tial, and do moſt. effectually, and unavoidably bring Wrath 


r on a Nation. Jer. 5. v. 3. 4. F. 6. 7. 8. 9. 
J. Wewmuſt ſhew Zeal even againft theſe Sins, that the I 
ne and of a Debauched' and e 


practice Degenerat Ag 
have put a fair face on, and are hardly eſteemed any fault at a 8 
Such as, Balls, and Pronriſcuons eee Nenn People con- 
25 tobe a work of Darkneſs, by their choiſeing the night for. 8 
it: which the ſoundeſt part of the Church in all Ages, es, fince ii 
ws Apoſtles times have dad.” Carding an 
| ann. 6 other Lain, for gre without 7 2 4 Stage-p 


1 io. Our r Reforoaion of Manner will ee . 
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-- COCblgation, to contribute their endeavours, to bear down Im- 
woxality, and to promote Virtue and Godlineſs. Certainly it 
is ie duty of all; For all- are under the Obligation "of God's 
Command: All are concerned in His Glory, and all ought to 
mind the good of their own: Souls, and of their Neighbours, 
pes, there are ſome practices that tend to ſuppreſs Vice, and 
do promote Godlineſs, which are the Duty of all: Of Which, 
when e come to the next head. If there be any among us, 
biz or low, in Publick or in Private Station, Who dò pot 
concern themſelves in this matter, it is a taken that the love 
of God and Zeal for Him, are not to be found with them. 
Faet there are ſome on whom a ſpecial Obligation lieth to put 
their hand to this good Work. 1. The Ralers of the State, 
tube Ning and the Parliament: Making good Laws, provid- 
ing for due Execution of them; and calling to accompt how 
they Are Executed: We have cauſe to bleſs the Lord; and to 
' _. thank our Rulers for the Zeal they have ſhowed agaipſt Int 
| _- morality; if the Laws that we have of this Nature” ( made 
both of old and of late) were put to due Execution, how 
» happy à Nation might Scotland be. 5 * et 
22 Juaages and Trferiour Magiſtrates, who have the Execu- 
ttive part of the Law in their hand. A great burden ef this 
Work lieth on them: And ifthey ſhow nor Zeal, and Activi. 
J this way; the work will 4 behind: And the Lord will 
Charge them with all the Abominations that are committed in 
' the Land, which they might have ſuppreſſed: And that 
Will make a dreadful accomt, to Anſwer for all their own per- 
ſional Sins, and alſo for the horrid Sins of others, that they are 
thus partakers of. Under this head, come in they, whoſe 
1 Office it is to proſecute Criminals, and bring them to condign 
- Puniſhment: If they, by negligence, or for favour, or re- 
5 . War d, either omitt this; or fin Ways to * 
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Executing of Jultice; they have a ſad acrompt to makes. 


3. Miniſters and Elders; in whoſe hand are thè Word, and 
the Diſcipline that Chriſt hath appointed in his Houſe: Fait—E 
ful, Diligent, Wiſe and Dextrous performing of their Worx 8 


might be of great uſe in this matter, if the Lord be pleaſed to 


bleſs their honeſt Endeavours: And Neglect, Slackneſs, Un- 9 


faithful partiality, or imprudent miſmanagement in this Work; 
wy have FatalConſequences,to the hardening of ſome in Sin, 
and Encouraging others to Licentiouſneſs, r 
4. "Parents and Maſters of Families may do much good this 
Way, among their Children and Servants; Families are the 
Seminaries of the Church: And many of them are the 
1 of the Church; becauſe Irreligion and Vice aboun- 
deth in them, and take root in the Souls of ſuchas are there bred. 
Abraham is à great example, of promoting Familh-Religion, 
and is highly commended for it. Gen. 18. 1949. 
5 All they who have the Charge of Educating of Touth,: 
whether in their Younger or Riper years: They ſhould be 


Zealous to crub Immorality in them: and careful to inſtill in- \ - 


to them the Principles of True Religion, both in things that 
are to be known and believed, and alſo in the practical part; 
what ever elſe is taught them for their Accompliſhment, isof 
no value in compariſon of this: And it is ſad to ſee young per- 
ſons, in the places of their Breeding, thriveing in knowledge, 
and other things commendable, and Debauched, and growing 
worſe in their Morals and Principles: which; alas, may be 
too frequently obſer ved. LW <0 CNROFEI3O BE a9: iv 
IG; ; A whom the Lord by His Providence, hath put in 
better Capacity, than others for promoting ſuch a good Work 
as this, either by their Parts, Wiſdom, and Diſcretion, or by 
their Reſpect, and Authority or Eeem that they have among 
their Neighbours. We have very laudable and imitable ex- 
amples of this in England and * and eee 


* 


* 


% 


*. 


Purſe alſo, to promote this Work, 


Ee 15 TTY bleſſing thei tens with age os : 

* ye joined together, by their Coun and their 
| rad 15 and to ſet others a Work 
Ip it forward: O that there were ſuch à Spirit 
We bleſs God that there are ſome Inclinations 


- who may he 
among us: 


and — that way: Ix is the duty of all to l 


Al they who are ne by Magiſtrates, in any 
too erior office to obſerve Immoralities and bring the Delin- 
quuents to puniſhment, as Conſtables, Cenſors, and others: 
If ſuch make no Confrimee of their Work, but be flack, par- 


tial or unfaithful ;. God will charge the Crimes of others that 
_ - are. fo aver- 45 as wellas they ought to be FP | 
25 ar 


he zd. Thing propoſed is ro ſhew what: every ve is 
| 7 — Station ought. 2 do toward the ſuppreſſing of Vice, and pro- 
moting of Gaalineſ. In the firſt place, there are ſome things 
3 thatarethe duty of al; which mi ht have a happy t 
+2 7 down 'of Sin, an promoting of Godlineſs. 
1. Maurmi daily, and with affiictea Souls for the Abomina- 
San enn the Land: 
ee See Exel. 1 4. and 10. x, 
2. Jer. and 13. 17. Dan. 9. 3. 4. 5- If there were 
much of This Spirit or Exerciſe among us, who knoweth but 


the Lord might fend a Cure 10 the Spiritual Plague, that the 


| Landis: now under. 


"All of us ſhould be mack and earneſt in Prayer azo this 


8 is the Lord only bo can ſtop this flood of Wick- 
= that is like to over-flow the Land: Mens endea- 
vours without him, 


We thould cry 


10, 1 wreſtle with the Lord, that be would 
pirit TIE on high, on this Generation: No 
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Takeing in our own Sins in 


e Gee A id4. ma. 


will be. inſignificant and have no effect: 


"17 


- ** 


by 


mei . W LY be- av en that be: mY 2 
1 muſt be ſought of God. 5 
ſhould Admoniſh Reprove and Fal che $ l * 

aw bbours, Lev. 19. 17. This ſhould be done with Wi. 
* and Diſcretion: Love to God and to our Neighhour re. 
| lit. Prov. 25. 12. 1 n 14. Alas, how. little 

zaſcience' is made of this duty: It is either neglected, or 
Lone in anger, and not in love and meekneſs: Or, may be, it 
* _ * or jeſted over. 

A ſhould ſbem 4 good Example to others, of Perſonal Ro- 

3 of a holy and ſtrict Liſe; that might prove 
convinceing, and wh People aſhamed of their evil deeds.s 
Phil. 2. 15. 16. Without 77 we can do no good toward |} 
| Reforming the World: For they will obſerve our: Ae be 
Hypocriſe and ſo deſpiſe it. ; 
5. Even Chriſtian ſhould give A belp 1 45 in „ bis. Sta- hes 
tion, to them who have Authority to puniſh or cenſure Scaudalous 
Sinners, both to the Church and tothe Magiſtrate : And they | 
who deny de b aq their aſſiſtance are guilty before; God, 
ol hindering ood work of ſoppeſng Vice; they fide 
With the Devil 1 do what they can to defend and ſecure. his 
Kingdom: They will not appear as they ought for Chriſt, 

and his Intereſt.” And I wonder how they can pray, Thy = 
Kijngdom come, when they will riot ſpeak 1 or Cbriſtts 
Kingdom, which conſiſteth in Holineſs; or againſt the King- - 
dom of Satan, 'which conſiſteth in the Sins and Immoralities, 
that abound among Men: There are two ways that all Men. ll / 
even private may give ane to pen ging and if 
ta Church: Judicatures, or ſuppreſſing which =_ 
cannot with 2 g CIeNCe wit 1 1 — - 
4 andWVieaeſobearia 1 ſhall ſpea k of them aa, 1. Everyone 
ought to Inform e ere Sins come to their know- ' 8 
edge when this Information 1411 any way eee ho 
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* {heOffendertodue Cenlos or bla This duty many 
ar re ſhort of, and will not be convinced, that it is their duty, 
and this proceedeth pargy from ignorance, as if it were an 
_ vnneighbourly thing, and contrair to that love we owe to 
* others: partly through want of Zeal. for God: And part- 
Iy becauſe the Name of an Informer hath” been ſo odious 
among Men: All which may eafily be taken off, if People 
Will ſuſter Reaſon and the Law of God, and their Conſcience 
4 to influence them, rather than Fancy and Prejudice, and 
the way of a depraved Generation of People. - 1. It 
is nothing contrary to the Love of our Neighbour; we 
may ſhew hatred againſt his Sins, and yet love his perſon ; 
Lea to overlook his Sins, and let them go on in them without 
aga check, is really to hate him and to be cruel to his Soul; as it 
woe.ere to let your Child dye ofa Sore, rather then to put him 
* _ to ſome pain in dreſſing it. The Spirit of God calleth it hatred 
.. (not love) to our Brother to ſuffer Sin upon him, Lev. 19. 17. 
Which we are guilty of, when more private means cannot re- 
claim the Sinner, and yet we will not uſe this laſt remedy. 
Beſide, if any think that even Cenſure or Puniſument is not 
like to reclaim the Obſtinat Sinner, we ſhould in that caſe 
ſhew our Love to the Church, and to the Nation, rather than 
to ſuch a profligate perſon: Who is a plague to the Society 
here he liveth : by corrupting others, and bringing the 
Judgement of God on himſelf and the Land: It is cruelty to 
the publick to ſpare ſuch a one: who ſhould either be reſtrain- 
ed, or taken away from doing Miſchief. 2. I told you, that 
negęlect of this duty, of informing againſt Scandalous Sinners, 
pProceedeth from a want of due Zeal, for God, and againſt Sin: 
and indeed this is the moſt frequent cauſe of it: the ſlight 
thoughts that we have of Sin, and the mean apprehenſions Far 
| People have of God, of his Glory, and of his Diſpleaſure 
| againſt Sin, is the cauſe why people can ſo eaſily bear with it, 


and 


T_T 


| anddofollttleto getit ſuppreſſed, fee Pſa! 50. 18, With — 
7 Txdifferency and 'Lake-warmneſs in Gods matters , and even about 9 


Generation; it was foretold, Matth. 24. 12. and we ſee it come 
to paſs. 8 I told you alſo, that one great cauſe why People 
are ſo bac 


been very odious: but this ſcruple is built on a miſtake, of 
them who wind Words more than Things. Its true indeed, 
it hath al wayes been infamous to inform againſt our Neigh- 
bour, of that which is good, and for ſerving God, or doeing 
his duty, that fo good Men may be puniſhed, for Righte- 
oulneſs by perſecuting Rulers, or a corrupt Church. Or to 
inform againſt any body out of Malice, or for ſelfiſh or ill De 
5 figns: ſuch an Informer was Doeg whom David reproveth, FE 


_ Chriſtians that were Lurking in Carthage, ſo as the Perſecu- 


Will reckon with theſe Informers when they think it is forgot- 
ten; and he hath ſet a mark of his Diſpleaſure on not a few of 
them; they are the Devils Blood-hounds, by whom he 
hunteth the Saints of God to deſtroy them. It is one of the 


Canons of the Council of Eliberis; that if any of the Faithful 
turned Informer, he ſhould be Excommunicated; but this 
was infortning againſt Chriſtians, that they might be deſtroy-—2ꝰ9: 
ed for their Religion by Heathen Perſecuters But nothing of 
all this ſayes any thing againſt Informers of the Crimes of Whore= | 
mong ers, Drunbards, Swearers, &c. that the Glory of God, 


C 


Je 7 


what he moſt hateth, tliat is Sin, it is the Sin and Plague of this 
ward to aſſiſt the Magiſtrateor Church, in bearing 
down Immyorality, is becauſe the name of an Informer hath 


* 


7 


P/al. 52: 1. Cyprian refuſed thus to inform againſt ſome 


ters could not find them; tho? the Proconſul threatned him 
with Death and Torture for his refuſal: And many wicked 
Informers, 'there have been in the late times; who have 
been very fore ward to diſcover the People of God, or their 
Meetings to their Mercileſs Perſecuters; and by this means 
have ruined many Godly Perſons, and their Families; God 
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may be curbed; thatthe Church and Nation may have ſome- 


What, atleaſt; of the outſide of Religion and all che une 


and Flagitious may be cut off from the city of the Lord, as 
Text ſheweth. Is it a good conſequence, Magiſtrates — — 


not to puniſn Men for well · doing; therefore they ſhould pu- 


niſh no-body for Ill-doing? It is 2s bad an inference, it it is odi- 


ous to inform againſt one for Praying or Hearing the Word; 
ftthereſore we ſhould, not inform againſt our Neighbour, for 


by Carling and Swearing, and other groſs Immoralities. 


But that this Informing is a duty enjoined by the Lord, that 
wie are bound to in Conſcience, and muſt anſwer to God fi or 


the neglecł of it, Iprove, 1ſt. By Seripture-Precepts Levit. 1 9. 
157. above cited: Where tho We and not Mar 18 

mentioned; yet the reaſon in the Text, reacheth the one as 
Well as the other: K Kg 


curb him, thou ſuffereſt Sin upon him and hateſt him in thy 


Heart; becauſe thou doeſt not uſe the beſt means thou canſt to 


reclaim him. Matt. 18. 17, is expreſs to this pur poſe, ſo is Lev. 


5. 1. the word may be underſtood of Execrations, Blaſphemies, 
Cc. and by parity of reaſon m de extended to other groſs 


Sins. Deut. 21. 18. 


2. By 8 Kare 9. 1. 1 he Princes though 1 


. it not below them. 1 Cor. 1. 11. 


3. By Reaſon, It is the duty of . live; in any 5 


; Society, to make conſcience to ſeek the good and ſtanding of 


the Society: now groſs Sins and Immoralities are the effectual 
way to ruine a Church or Nation, Hoſ. 4. 15. 1/4. 23. $6. 
IT ̃᷑ be ſuffering of din to abound (by omitting what is our duty 
for curbing of it) is as if we ſaw. ſome opening a ſluce, 
whereby the whole Country is like to be drowned; and nei- 


! it, * — 


reprove, and the Sinner 
doth not reform, if 6k bring it not before them who can 
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Or, if we ſawy the Houſe on fire and made no hel Py 


= 


for any help to quenchit : would not all the World condemn 


ſuch a careleſs and unconeerned Wretch. Again, groſs Sins 
are pen Nebellion q ainſt the Gos of Heaven; and Treaſon againſt 


his Crown and Dignityy Now'if concealing and not revealing 
Treaſon againſt an Barthly King, be a crime, ofa high nature 
much more it is, to ſee the Majeſty of God affronted , an 


Chriſts Blood trampled upon, by a Generation of inſolent and 
daring Sinners, and not to doe what we can for repairing of 
his Olory by the Repentance or the puniſhment of ſuch open 
Rebells againſt Heaven. Further if any man wrong our good 


Name, what Zeal will we ſhew to get reparation, by inform- 


ing them who can do us juſtice : ſhould we not much more | 


few that Zeal toward the Honour of Gd. 


— 1 5 . 


2. We ſhould help to bear down Sin by D 
File E 


when we are called to it; and that upon Oath: It is 2 Glo 


fying God, when wecall Him to Witneſs to the Truth; we 


being called to it by them who have power: To ſhun wit- 


Wy neſſing, | out of favour to a Scandalous Criminal, 2 when telling 9 55 

the Truth may contribute to the bearing down Sin, is to ſerve 
the Devil, and contributes to holt up his Kingdom; and to 
deny that ſervice that thou oweſt to God: but to Swear falſe- 


ly, to conceal wickedneſs, is Atheiſm, and horrid abomina- 
tion in the ſight of of G. 5 


The 4%, Thing propoſed is, 1/hy ſhould we thes endeavour = 


to ſuppreſs Sin. 1. The Love of God ſhould engage us to 


this; Sin is the moſt odious thing to God, therefore if we re- 
gard Him, we ſhould labour to get it removed out of His 
light, that it may not provock Him. He will not dwelt in a 


Sinful Soul, or Nation. As we deſire Him to dwell among us, 


let us labour to rid the Land of Wickedneſs. If a Man whom 


we love and reſpect, be to eome to our Houſe, if we know 
any thing that is odious or loathſome to him, or that will give 
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himoffence, we will be careful to remove that ont of his ſight, 
much more ſhould we do ſo to the Glorious and Holy God, if 
we would have Him to dwell in the Land. If the Lord re- 
quired that His People ſhould cleanſe their Campof Naſtineſs, - | 
that be might dyvell among them; much more muſt we 
Labour to cleanſe the Land of Moral filthineſs, | if we would 
have His preſence among us. See Deut. 23-1 1 55 


* 


2. Our abhorring of Sin ſhould engage us to this; every 
one who hath a due deteſtation of Sin will find it a neceſſary 
dauty that he cannot ſhake off. And it is evident, that Peoples 
llackneſs in this, is from the the ſlight thoughts they have of 
' theſe Sins that are abomination in the ſight of God ; theſe Im- 
moralities that brought the horrible Wrath of God on Chriſt, 
when He took the Guilt of them on Him: and for which many 
Kareat this day Roaring in Hell under endleſs Torments; yea, 
they have brought ſuch Plagues on People, and Nations, as 
4 may make ones Ears tingle, to hear of them; even theſe are 
by many among us lookt on as ſmall matters: they can eaſily 
'  paſsrhem by, or excuſe them in a friend, y ea, plead for exem- 
pPtion from cenſure for them, Who are guilty: Ah! Sin and 
'\ breaking of Gods Law hath loſt its name, and nature, and is 
become almoſt a harmeleſs thing in this degenerate Age: it 
hath not that {ound to many of us, that it had to David, P/al. 
119. 136. 139, 153, and Jer. 9. 1. and 14. 17. and the People 
of God, Exel. q. 4. Alas! Such a temper is not to he found 
among us, and therefore there is ſo little done, toward the 
bearing down of . i en air 
3. The Love and Compaſſion we owe to Sinners, ho are mad- 
ly deſtroying their,own Souk, doth alſo make it a neceſſary 
duty; it is a good Office, and Expreſſion. of Love, to a mad 
Man, whois like to deſtroy himſelf, to bind him, even theo 
it do much diſpleaſe him: So it is in this caſe. It is ſad to 
ook on unconcernedly, and ice Sinners Damning their Tug. | 
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Souls, toſeethem running tothe dreadful Pit, of Eternal Tor- 
ments, and donothing that may ſtop their carreer; this is in- 


1 Sbolating Judgments: Therefore, as when there is a Fire in 
the City, that threatneth to lay it in Aſhes, every one ſhould 
be ready to make what help he can, ſo ſhould it be in this 
caſe; yea, our own intereſt, in this caſe, ſhould ſet us a work: 
Weare like to ſhare in the Common Calamity when it com- 
eth: And the rather, if we be doing nothing to prevent it, 
and may bear our ſhare of it with an ill Conſcience, if we have 
had no Zeal againſt the crying ſins that procured it. It is 


mark out for Mercy in the day of a publick Calamity 
, RO SOR, Wo Wh: 74/08 
es Al The duty that every Man oweth to God, and the ſervice we 
are obliged to do to Him, is a further Obligation on us; we owe all 
We have or can do, to God; our uttermoſt ſervice, is too little 
for the Obligations he hath laid on us: All of us ſhould ſay, 


ſervice to the outmoſt of your power: even Kings are com- 


We can do fo little for Him; and negle& nothing we can do. 
We muſt lay out our ſelves for our Glorious and Good God: 
Not only in that which is eaſy, ſafe, or will coſt us nothing, 

but in whatever may advance His Glory, or prevent His 

Diſhonour, what trouble, hazard, pains, or coſt it ſoever 


may infer: let nothing hinder us from doing Him ſervice. 
6. The bleſſed Effects of ſuch Endeavour, ſhould engage us to 


aſs them Wich all care nd Ore We may expect 
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'humanity and barbirous Cruelty, and that to the Immorral 


a Soul ; ? N 8 22 5 ACE : 
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4. Pin to the Church and Nation doth alſo make it our du- | 


- 'Theſe ways, if not reſtrained, will bring on fearful and 


them that ſhew a Holy Zeal againſt fin, that the Lord will 


70 


o 
22. 30. Pſa. 72. 1 1. Rom. 12. 1. We ſhould lament that 


4 


* 7 S 5 8 
4 "WT 


I vis 
* 1 


0 1 


dat the Lord will bleſs endeavours (where they are honeftly 
uled) toward the deſired end: He hath, in a good meafure, 
bleſſed the Endeavours of others; and we hope He will not be 
wanting to ours: And O what a lovely thing were it, to fee 


Prophaneneſs baniſht from Streets, and Markets, and to ſee 


it hunted out of Corners; to fee bold Sinners ſtanding 
in aw to fin, to ſee Drankards Whoremongers, Smearers &c. 
Reformed : To ſee Godlineſs more in-requeſt and open fins 


. ; univerſally abhorred. And if we ſee not what we defire this 


way; yet it is encouraging, when we ſee any to appear for 
God? that he hath a party in the Nation, if they wn Him he 
will own them. And if we ſhall ſee no viſible encouragement 


| {which God forbid ) yer we are fure that ſuch honeſt endea- I 


vours ſhall bring a bleſſing on them, and their Families, who 
make Conſcience of tem Þ 
N 7. The fearful effects of Sin and Immorality unc urbed, ſhould 


__--awaken all of us to mind this Duty: It will aſſurediy bring 


mans Kingdom, without the help of Men; but He uſuafty 


on the ruine of the Nation; we mult ſet our ſelves to deſtroy it, 
or it will deſtroy us; even the Godly are like to ſhare in the 
ruine, oy if they have not been Zealous againſt it, and 
for the Lord. It is like to have theſe fad effects, if over-lookt. 
1. Ir will grow: The Devils Kingdom is not like to fall of it 
ſelf, neither will the world readily weary of Proptanenefs, 
and Reform themſelves? Its true, the Lord can deftroy 8a- 


wWorketh by means: do we notice one Generation worſe than 


another; the Prophet obſerved it in his days; Yer. rb. 11. 


12. And fo may we in ours. Yea, this malady wilt not 


yeild to ſlight remedies; but will rather encreafe, unleſs po- 
tent and effectual means be uſed: All that we can do, will 


de too little, even by way of means: Alas! We have fad 


experience of this: a floodgate of all manner of Wickedneſs 


opened, fince many of us may remembes ;and of fare fore | 


means 


1 


9 85 the Candl 


Kingdom, what doth it 


yo a, 


5 means have ber uſed to MN: it; "the to fall fled: Ir hath | 3 | 
grown among our hands; and will do ſo, unleſs we 56 I 
"awakened: to ſet a out this work more throughly, and in 


rather 


1 


© 2 1 | 


8 Pe 


wWithered Church, like Sardis Rev. 3. 1. B 
| Preſence or no Church, by want His O 


inances. 


5 n 


de taken away. 


not uſed to ruine the Ki 


naeeſs is the chief end of pure ordinaifces: without which they 


de prized; fee Jer. J. 4. 8. 9. 10. 
* It may, 5 aa e ne Tempor 


al Tatzen; even 


och as may lay the Land Deſolate, oaks 1t an Example to ." 
tte Nations about, of God's ſevere Piſpleaſure againſt us: Fear 


ful have been the effects of God's anger againſt a ſinful Nation, 


3 that would not be reformed : As abundance of Inſtances, 1 
„and other Hiſtories , , do ſhew. If theſe Con- 3 
2 Ln do not eee 14 how goog” and how "I _ 


in Scripture 


provoke he Lord 70 FO away His Spirit abu pra TH _ | | 
Ppbeſus forſal ing her firſt love procured removing 
| ick Rev. 2. 5. So want of Zeal againſt enor= FP 
| ities, in other Churches, reſent) in the fame Chapter; as 
amius v. 14. and Thyatira v. 20, It may make us a 
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It may provock the Lord to ſend Spiritual Plagues on ut; 


ſuc as 3 47 heart, unproficiency by the Goſpel; as Ia. 9. 
r{ a will be a Grab tuna | for want % 


| Zeal againſtfin, chatall ſepſeoffinand concern about i, fi: | 


are little valuable, tho? when rightly uſed they are highly to 


4. It may bring on Church-Plagaes; as Error, Diviſions;Con- 1 
Fuſion, Cera tion of Ordinances, and in Government, Order an]t 

Diſcipline; Hecan ſoon take that Crown from our head, that 
ve have too much Gloried in, if our Order and Diſcipline be 
dom of Satan, and to promote Chriſts 
it ſerve for, and why ſhould the Lord 
continue it with us; bearing down ſin, and promoting Godli- 
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dc dear doun Sin, I Kno not vyhat vvill prevail upon us. 
Due 1. It may be for Lamentation That this Great and 
© Good Work hath been hitherto, and {till is, ſo much negle-. 
Seed among us. This is too viſible : We are not only ſhort | 
ol our duty, but behind our Neighbour Nations in this, vvhich 
Is not to our Credite, conſidering hovv. ſolemnly vve have 
beenengaged to eee and hath been talked of by 
' ourſelves and others becauſe of the Reformation of this Church, 
and yet there is the main, and moſt valuable peice of Reforma. 
tion lying ſhamefully behind among us. T bis ſhould be for a 
LIa mentation: Let every one of us, in our ſeveral Stations, re- 
flecᷓ on our vvays, and take notice vvhat vve might have done 
ttzhis vvay, and yet have neglected. I beleive there are fevv, if 
any, vvho vvill not find matter of Challenge, and of Mourning; 
vvho have been as earneſt as they ſhould have been, either vvich 
God, with themſelves, or vvith other Men, for promoteing this 
Work? Let us {eriouſly lay it to Heart, and mourn before the 
Lord, for our ſinful ſhort-coming in this; and let us look to the 
Blood of Chriſt for pardon, and to His Spirit for help againſt 
our ſlackneſs, and backdrawing temper. Let us be very particu- 
lar and diſtinct, in this enquiry, and in our Confeſſions of de- 
fectiveneſs, tothe Lord, and teſolve upon Amendmeat. : Ma. 
giſtrates ſhould examine, Whether they have duely Executed 
the Laws againſt Immorality; Miniſters, vvhether they have 
Preached againſt it as they ſhould : there hath been much de- 
fect this vvay among us: Elders try, vvhether they have 
been Watchful to Diſcover, and Faithful to Delate, and Im- 
partial to Cenſure Scandalous Offenders: Conſider, vve muſt 
all reckon vvith God, for theſe things; And therefore it is fit 
vve ſhould reckon. vvith our ſelves before hand. Maſters, 
Parents, and Others are to lay to Heart their ſinful Omiſſions 
this vvay: Eli vvas Guilty of this, tho eee, 
ft Fa Ja 1 f.... 
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dalous Sons; he did not Reſtrain them. Heb: F , nas 
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. a be active as far as je can, to bear them down, the | ſame eal 1 
_ - againſt Sin muſt haye both theſe effects. , ' ' We 
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8. cas ſuve little peace if Sun bound, or any Sin be com. 
wiel, os overlontt through our fault, or neglect. And they 
wid have, in e applyed themſelves to this 
Werk may havegreat Peace. 
44᷑. Tien who thus Labour to ſerve God, ſball not do it for 
ought, He will come, and His reward with Him, It is a 


— 


mmer way to build your houſe, and promote your intereſt, 
thanthepolitick wayes of many of the great, and the aſpyr- 


* 


I I ſhall conclude with a few Directions or Advices, for your 
. / ᷣͤ mm nn, 
1. Labour for Zeal for God; and for much Love to His 
Slory; if this be not the principle of your acting, ye will 
move but Heavily; your acting will not be ſteady nor e- 
qual, and ye will eaſily be diſcouraged. All other things, be- 
= Ge this, which put you on ſuch Work will faill, and ye will 

2. Engage pour ſelſ deliberatly in this Work, not raſhly, nor 
baſtily; - conſider What it may coſt you, whether Expence, 
| or pains, or hazard, or obloquie and 8 or ill will 
from wicked Neighbours. Let not theſe things ſurprize 
you; bur conſider them before hand, and reſolve that ye will 
not be diſcouraged, by any of theſdeq. 
3. Manage-this Work wiſh, with Prudence and Diſcretion; 
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'  Headineſs, Fooliſh Forwardneiß, and Imprudence, may ruſh | 
you on Precipices; and may give advantage to Enemies; and 


lndeed may hinder the Work more than our Zeal can promote 
it. Let none be employed about this Work, nor be Members 

| of Societies for that end, but ſuch as may be judged compe- 
tenmtly prudent: every good Man is not fit for every publick 
. La to exerciſe angie Gedz heck for His bi. 
ion and Guidance in every ſtep of this Work, and alſo 22 
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| fan, of is. 11 God "BIND. us in Manet Nag it, 18 lt be ba == 
red in our hand; and if He with Holt His Bleſſing, the belt 1 
management will have no good effect. 1 
Let all Chriſtians, particularly, they who pat their hand: to 
Nh = W, ork, be earneſt with the Lord for His pouring out the Spirit 
from on bi h, as He hath promiſed : that is the only effettual 
_ remedy o the Profaneneſs, Irreli on and Immorality of a de- 
generat Age, uch as this is. I that be, the beſt endeavours _ 
Will be but as tugging at the Oars with a heavy Veſſel; this oh 
will be like a brisk Gale that filleth all the Sails. : 
6. Let them mho appear in this Work, be ſure fo reform ed „ 
ſelves, that it may not be ſaid, Vice reproveth Sin: People will 
lay little weight on what they ay, or do againſt Sin, who 
themſelves live in it: they will be hardened rather than pre · 
vailed upon. — 8 
„ this Work be mane ed oth þ Goſpel-Meekmeſs: That Men =p 
may ſee what is done ! them, is on no other deſign, tan 
either todo their Soul good, or to vindicat the Glory o Chriſt: : 4 
And to preſerve a poor Church and Nation, that! is ready to 
ſink under a Load of Guilt and Sinfulneſs. : Labour to inſtruct 85 
and convince alſe well as puniſh. a I. 
And ſome Stubborn and ö Sinners ſhould bs: more 
1 harſhly and roughly :dealt with ; there is Scripture-Warrand. 
for this, Jude v.23. 
8. Go about this N. ek with hes in God, i confidence of | 
foe ſs.It.is His Work, more than ours; and He will ſurely own' _ 
it, and He hath Ggnally appeared for it in Tome places. It is the” 5 
Galli ofSatansKingdom; which ade ruined : And when "a 
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